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Fallen Police Officers



Harrison Hitch was a police officer with the Princeton Police 
Department.  Officer Hitch was sent to a domestic dispute in 
Princeton.   The suspect, Walter Brocail, arrived at his ex-wife’s 
home and said that he would “kill his wife and anyone who 
interfered”.  Family members in the home called the police and 
Officer Harrison Hitch was sent to the residence.  When Officer 
Hitch tried to arrest the suspect, the suspect fired three shots 
at Officer Hitch.  One of those shots proved to be fatal.  Officer 
Hitch was 51 years old.  

June 2, 1861 to May 11, 1913





John Officer is a native of Princeton, Indiana.  While on patrol 
in Chicago, Illinois, Patrolman Officer investigated suspicious 
activity inside a shoe shop.  Upon entry, he discovered three 
armed offenders robbing the patrons and clerks.  A gun battle 
ensued and Patrolman Officer was fatally wounded. John 
Officer was 47 years old.

November 16, 1887 to April 13, 1934
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November 25, 1943 - June 26, 1972

On road patrol in the Evansville District, Trooper Trees was 
pursuing a fleeing vehicle at a high rate of speed. During the 
pursuit, Trooper Trees was involved in a crash that claimed 
his life.  The crash occurred between Francisco and Oakland 
City on SR 64.  Trooper Trees was 28 years old. 





September 18, 1975 - February 29, 2000

On February 28, 2000 Officer Deno conducted a traffic stop 

on Jackson Street of a suspected suspended driver.  After 

verifying with dispatch that the driver was indeed 

suspended, he advised the driver, Richard Branum, that he 

was under arrest.   While attempting to handcuff the suspect, 

the driver pulled out a handgun and fatally shot Officer 

Deno.  Officer Deno was 24 years old.





November 24, 1952 - October 3, 2001

Deputy Fisher suffered a heart attack while training for his 

new assignment as a K-9 handler. Deputy Fisher was 

training with his K-9 Titus at the Evansville F.O.P. Training 

Camp when he stated that he felt ill and collapsed. He was 

rushed to the hospital where he was pronounced dead.  

Deputy Fisher was 48 years old.  





National Police Week was established in 1962 by 

President John F. Kennedy and a joint resolution 

of  Congress.  National Police Week pays special 

tribute to those law enforcement officers who 

have lost their lives in the line of  duty for the 

safety and protection of  others. Ceremonies are 

held in Washington, DC, and in communities 

across the country.













On November 22, 2000 G.C.S.D. 
Dispatcher Lisa Viton received 
permission from the Gibson 
County Commissioners to erect a 
monument on the south side of  
the Gibson County Courthouse 
lawn.  She worked tirelessly with 
the Princeton F.O.P. to raise 
funds, and work out the details to 
establish the Gibson County 
Fallen Officer Memorial.  On 
December 18, 2000 the 
monument was unveiled at a 
ceremony on the courthouse 
lawn.   The monument continues 
to be a reminder to Gibson 
County police officers of  the 
risks of  their chosen profession.



Law Enforcement Facts

There are more than 900,000 sworn law 
enforcement officers now serving in the United 
States, which is the highest figure ever. About 12 
percent of  those are female. 

In 2014, there were an estimated 1.16 million
violent crimes committed in the United States 



Law Enforcement Facts

Crime fighting has taken its toll. Since the first recorded police 
death in 1791, there have been over 20,000 law enforcement 
officers killed in the line of  duty. Currently, there are 20,789 
names engraved on the walls of  the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial.

A total of  1,439 law enforcement officers died in the line of  duty 
during the past 10 years, an average of  one death every 61 hours 
or 144 per year. There were 123 law enforcement officers killed 
in 2015. 



Law Enforcement Facts

There were 15,725 law enforcement officers assaulted in 2014, 
resulting in approximately 13,824 injuries. 

The 1920s were the deadliest decade in law enforcement history, 
when a total of  2,437 officers died, or an average of  almost 243
each year. The deadliest year in law enforcement history was 
1930, when 304 officers were killed. That figure dropped 
dramatically in the 1990s, to an average of  162 per year.



Law Enforcement Facts

The deadliest day in law enforcement history 

was September 11, 2001, when 72 officers were 

killed while responding to the terrorist attacks 

on America.

New York City has lost more officers in the line 

of  duty than any other department, with 705 

deaths. Texas has lost 1,682 officers, more than 

any other state. The state with the fewest deaths 

is Vermont, with 23. 



Law Enforcement Facts
There are 1,102 federal officers listed on the Memorial, 

as well as 668 correctional officers and 36 military law 

enforcement officers.

There are 292 female officers listed on the Memorial; 

11 female officers were killed in 2015.

During the past ten years, more officers were killed 

feloniously on Friday than any other day of  the week. 

The fewest number of  felonious fatalities occurred on 

Tuesday.



U.S. Law Enforcement Officer Fatalities

May 4, 2015 May 4, 2016

Total Fatalities                 33                     34 

Firearms – related 9 17 

Traffic – related 16 12

Other causes 8 5

Please note:  These numbers reflect total officer fatalities comparing May 4, 2015 to May 4, 2016



2016 Law Enforcement Fatalities by State

Colorado 3 Mississippi 1

Florida 3 New Jersey 1

Maryland 3 North Dakota 1

Texas 3 Oregon 1

California 2 South Carolina 1

Illinois 2 Utah 1

Iowa 2 West Virginia 1

Ohio 2 Federal Agencies 2

Virginia 2

Georgia 1

Indiana 1

Massachusetts 1



2016 Officer Fatality Data

Firearms related deaths 17

Traffic related deaths 12

Other 5 

Stats and information taken from National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund website.

For more information go to www.NLEOMF.org



123

Police Officers 

died in the 

line of  duty in the 

United States in 2015.  



As of  today 

34
Police Officers 

have died in the 

line of  duty in the 

United States in 2016.  



We Will Not Forget
Police officers stand in formation

A reverence fills the air
The time has come to fulfill a promise

We will not forget

Names are read one by one
Descriptions of how each died

A promise is renewed
We will not forget

The sacrifices made 
The hearts which still break

A promise remembered
We will not forget

These men in brown and blue
Taken from us to soon

Our commitment remains
We will not forget

Author Unknown


